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Hello to everyone in Shirataka!

My name is Audrey Huang. I come
from Singapore. I'm the new ALT
for Shirataka-machi. Nice to meet
all of you.

e

I had arrived in Shirataka on August
i~ 9th. When I first touched down at
Yamagata Airport, the sight of the mountains awed me. This
is because there are no mountains in Singapore. The highest
point in Singapore is only 164 meters. Moreover, Singapore is
a small island country and it only takes about 1 hour to travel
from the east to the west by car. Singapore is most popularly
known as the country with the Merlion. But there are, in
fact many other interesting places to visit and things to do in
Singapore. For instance, relax at the resort island "Sentosa",
watch nocturnal animals at the Night Safari and get good
bargains at the popular shopping district "Orchard Road". So
if you have the chance, please visit Singapore.

This is my first time living in a foreign country alone. Thus
there are many things that I have to get used to. But everyone
in Shirataka has been very kind to me and I was invited to
participate in festivals and parties. As Singapore is a tropical
country, I have never seen snow in my entire life. When

I related this fact to others, they would tell me, "Oh! You

will see A LOT of snow here until you get tired of it." After
hearing that, I'm excited about experiencing my first snowy
winter and trying out skiing!

2006 is a significant year for both Japan and Singapore
because it marks the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations
between both countries. Therefore I hope that through my
stay here in Shirataka, I would be able to introduce more
aspects of Singapore to everyone. I also look forward to be
\involved in more community activities in Shirataka.
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